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A Fine Resldence

The contract for building Mr. James
B. - Arthur's. resisience, . accordings (o
prans amil- specitications. furnished by
Nichols' & Csumgnn. architeots, Den-
ver,.-wag let Jast. Friday to Riehurd
Rurkc. Laq of this- mwn_, his bid be
ing. £6,935." "This house will stand on
the mrucr “or. Prterunu asnd Myrtle
str, eta. and, . will be two stories.high,
with o basement and an attie, built of
brick’ with stone trimmings. - It wiil
be i’ the n mdll‘h-d Queen Anne style,
und when completed will present a
very fine appearsuce. - The basement
is divided-into’' a 'veg- ‘tuble cellar, coal
cellar, ‘store house, .furnace roou, ash
room, ¢te. . The first floor is arranged
fora’ rcmmy vestibule connecting with
the niain hull through: an arch, parlor
and. ainlng room connected by si iding
doors, sud rach nupplio&. with grate
and:mantle.. - A larse hs;‘ window"
prq;eeti ‘from the esst: u.tﬂe e!dming‘
room.” In the réar of the, dj.nhy; TOOMm,
is ttmq k‘l&chen.«r furnished: with; ¢ c‘hlmi
elmts and wﬂh alnk =a.nd elmn

.-., 1(.1

e opgns on to a spacious vemndn. At
‘the rear of the hall. ennnecting with
the dining room, is tcommndious fam-
‘ily bed-room, ‘The second floor Is di-
vided into a hall and passageway, two
chombers,  sewing room, thre¢ bed-
rooms, trunk room ond four closeta,
/I'he chamber above-the dining room is
lighted by o huze bay-window. - A ca-

JAN 19, 1882

]')i'u;inus wat'é:'-"mnk' to be fliled with
wa t-:r. s located in‘the attic for-use in

case nf fi;ra nnﬂ to amnmmodutﬂ the
bath rooms, " The ceilings of the first
#tory are twelve feet, and those of the
gecond story ten ,féet..nl:' Inches high.
“The interior finlsh’ Is-of pine, painted
and grained. The rooms are all well-
lighted and arrangements for proper
1emilnllun are included in the specifl-
cutinna for the eunsr.ructi:m of the
same, .Gas and water pipes will be
laid al) through the house und provis-
lons made for heating the rooms by
steam. Mr. Arthur eatimatesthe en
tire cost of the nouse, completed and
ready to occupy, at about 819,000, Tt
will be by all odds, the finest and imnost
conveniently arranged rcsidence in
town.




FROM CABIN TO MANSION IN 2
DECADES

Some ex-freighters and Indian fighters becoming pros- ..
perous business men in the new city had a series of homes
which reflected innovations in style currently popular and
suited the different social life they later enjoyed. James Arthur f§§
lived south of Timnath in the 1860’s. The cabin identified with S
the Arthur family still stands though moved from the river. i
llis life style was considerably altered when he built his big
two-story brick house at 335 E. Mulberry in 1882. The yard
was enclosed with a handsome fenc;. The coach house in the ¥ -
back is now converted into a residence. There were only a . .
few barns between his home and the Remington school which Ar::"er:,fybi';;%‘::t;:::;“:;;hg‘;:ed
appeared in the background in an early photograph. 1975,

Arthur hired Denver architects, Nichols and Canman, and
they promised to make his home one of the finest in Fort
Collins. The cost was about $7,000. The style was called
“*Queen Anne.” The hall windows were of frosted glass em-
bellished with a smooth sunken flower design. On the right
from the entrance hall were the parlor and dm‘l’n.g.room. sepa-
rated by sliding doors. Both of these rooms had ‘‘magnificent
mantels of Tennessee marble faced with tiling.” The staircase Th'i-as,t:g;;iflg ﬁ:;gf;;rgm
in the entrance hall had solid black walnut balusters, and was 4
Hehted by o tler of three windows, the upper Inlf of each with
variegated glass. These windows today with the afternoon sun
pouring through them or interior lights shining out at night A guest who cannot and
give an impressive beauty to the old home. does not enjoy himself or

The rear of the first floor contained a bedroom, back nerself at their beautiful

staircase, kitchen, pantry, and store foom. Upstairs there were home is

incapable of experiencing
three spare chambers, a sewing room and four servant rooms. the pleasures of good
Gas fixtures 'were imla"ed and a [furnace in the basement cheer and genuine hospi-
heated each room through registers. tality.”

The Arthurs had no children, so they used this spacious
home for friends and church affairs. In 1890 Arthur gave a
euchre party for scventy men. After the games when Mrs, o —=
Arthur and her helpers were serving refreshmenls noises
arose outside, bell, whistles and commotion. The guests saw 4
many of their wives with signs: “Home Rule,” "Give me back '/
my Hubby!”, “‘Innocences Abroad,” "Where is my wandering ~
boy tonight?'’, “Who’ll take care of the Luby now?’ They all
fled, escaping detection!

A more formal event was a rcception for the Episcopal s !
rector of St. Luke’s and his wife in 1806. Rev. and Mrs. D.H, SEESEIES SEENISSNS
Clarkson received with Mr. and Mrs. Arthur. Mrs. Clarkson S e
wore a white corded silken train trimmed with pearls, white S———
gloves, white flowers in her hair, and carried a white fan,

Mrs. Arthur wore pastels and Mr. Avthur a full dress suit.(49)
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“Bird’s Eye View of Fort Collins, Colorado, 1884.” Mapmaker Pierre Dastarac located a pond i
(upper left hand corner of map). College Avenue is the widest thoroughfare. The Cache la Poud;
map. Courtesy, Fort Collins Public Library.
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2 pond near College Avenue and Lake Street
la Poudre River meanders at the bottom of the

A ROUSING CELEBRATION
IS ALREADY ASSURED

Messrs. J. B. Arthor, James A, Drown
aod Dr, Geo, H. Glover, composiog tho
general committea appointed at Monday
night’s meeting of citizsns to carry inbo
ellect the unanimous desire of this com-
munity for a Harvest Festival, to be
held October 20, met at the city hall on
Tuesdsy evening, aod organizad by elact
ing Ex-Senster J. B. Arthur chairman,
and Carl Anderson escretary.

This done, the committes procesded o
appoint the following sub-committess to
assiat in arranging for and in directing
and manazing the celebration:

Esotertainment committee: Mayor B
J. McHugh, ¥. C. Grable, Pro. J. W
Lawrence, Senator W. A, Drake, Jesse
Harriz, O, K. Wealch and M. F. Tvler

Barbacue committee;  Sherifl Joho
A, Cross, Abner Loomia, N, . Allord,
F. P. Stover, [. W. Beonpett, Clark
Smith, Carl Anderson, W. B. M ner and
Tom Beach. -

Finspce Commitfe: A, W, Seotl, .
D. Avery, V. U. Wolt, T. A, Gapge, J. A,
C. Kissock.

Thesa committers embrace some ol

%% the most patriotic, active and energetic

citizens of Fort Collins and when they
teke hold of & matter of public interest
it ia bound to go through.

The people of the city are eathusiastic
ovar the movement for & Harvest Pesti-
val and will lend upited aid to make it a
repnrid bruphkoer

Publication: Fort Collins Weekly
ourier (Fort Collins, Larimer
—— County);

Date: September 30, 1903
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PAID UP CAPITAL, -;$100,000

Forr CoLLiNS COURIER |

Hr..J ames B. Arthur of this city, on the
14th. ifief, sold out Iis entire heed C:f'datﬂc on
the range in the Powder river country, sayy
f..h'e Cheyenne Leader of May 15th., to the

"Big Horn Cattle company for a consideration ' o
of $90,000. The eale includes a number of

MAY 22, 1884

ranches in that region of country,

lOCTOBER 7, 1886. |

Bight drafts drawn direct onjthe principal citi
- of Europe. Collections receive prompt
attention,

JADMES B, ARTITUR,

Who was the upanimous choice of the
convention for county commissioner,
18, like Mr. Sullivan, a pioneer of Lar-
jmer county, and one of the county’s
leading and most influential citizens.
His active brain and ready hand has
aided no little in the development of
the resources of the county. Hecame
to Colorado at sn early day, poor in
pocket but rich in the elements that
‘=0 to make the perfect mau; rich in
enterprise, energy and determination,
and by diligence, prudent manage-
ment and the exercise of rare judg-
ment, is now rich in the possession of
a goodly sbare of this world's goods,
He is a stockman by occupation. He
is every inch a gentleman, and, in
point of intelligence, executive ability
and good business capacity, is the peer
of any man in the state. His charac-
ter as a man and u citizen is without
blemish, If elected, he will bring to
the discharge of the importaut duties
of county commissioner rare good
judgment, a ripe experience and a dis-
position to mete ont exact and jmpar-
tial justice to all baving business be-
fore the board.

JAN 20, 1887

The handsowme grove of native timber sit-
nated on the north sige of the river, opposite
the eity, formerly owned by Mr. Vecelius,
has been purchased by s syndicate of five
prominent ecitizens, viz. Abner Loomis, W.
B. Miner, James B. Arthur, E. W. Reed and
F. C. Avery, with a view of converting it
into a free park. The grounds will be laid
out and improved in an attractive manner,
and the free use of them tendered to pie-nie
parties and celebrations, whether from home
or abroad. In the event that the city should
desire to purchase the property for park
purposes, we are informed that the owners
will sell it for just what it has cost them,
The epirit manifested by these enterprising
pentlemen is commendable, and we are sure
thieir generous offer will be fully appreciated
by the people of Fort Collins. The grounds
are admirably adapted to the purpose for
which they are to be used, being shaded by a

beautiful grove, and situated on the banks of
the pieturesque Cache la Poudre.
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Fort Collins Courier, December 28, 1882
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Mr. Henry Meyer, of Denver, a
freseo artist of superior merit, arrived
in town last evening, Hecomes to do
the painting and frescoing on tho
James B. Arthur mansion, Mul-
berry street, on which he will com-
mence work to-morrow, The job
which Mr. Meyver has recently been
engaged on, and which he has just
completed, was the interior of the Col-
orado National bank,in Denver,which
ig pronounced the finest piece of fres-
coing in Colorado.

. AUTUGUSsT 11, 1887.

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Arthur tendered
their guest, Miss Bessie Ross, of Greeley,
who is a charming und accomplished young
lady, = brilliant reception Ilast Thursday
evc;ring, at their beautiful and hospitable
home, corner of Mulberry and Peterson
strgets. this city. The invited guests were
The evening was enjoyably spent at pro-
gressive eucher, and the hours sped swiftly
away on wings of pleasure. After the ex-
citements aad plessures of the game were
over, the guests were served with refresh-
ments of a very palatable character, and
otherwise royally entertained by Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur. A guest who cannot and does

himself or herself at their beauti-
?:lt ?:néi;,; :n incapable of experiencing the

JUNE 25, 1896.

President James B. Arthur of the
Rocky Mountain Stucco and Manufac- |
turing company, is in receipt of an ele- |’
gantly embossed bronze medal accom- |-
panied by an elaborately engraved cer-
tificate, being the World's F'air medal and |-
certificate awarded his company for the
axcellence of its product and the enter-
prise shown in developing & new and im-
portant industry at Red Buttes, Wyom-
ing. It is one of the three medals
awarded to Wyoming, and, naturally
epough, Mr., Arthur feels very proud of
it. The fame of the excellence of the
products of the Rocky Mountain Stucco
and Manufacturing Co. is extending to
all parts of the country and the demand
for its plaster of Paris and cement is
daily on the inorease,

MAR 29, 1900

Ex-Mayor Jemes B. Arthur returned
last Friday from a business visit to the
Red Buttes, Wyoming, plaster works, of
which he is geperal manager. He re-
ports everything workiog smoothly and
a ready market for the products of the

works.

ures of good cheer and ge The Poudre Valler Pressed Brick Co. formed to manufac-
g{fg. ture pressed bullding brick, vitrifled pavers and drain tile,
has been Incorpomted st Port Collins, Colo,, with Slinir

capital stock.  The officers of the company are Peter English,
president; James B Atthor, viee-president: Fronk English,
secretary, mnd F. IV Stover, trensurer,  The works when cos-
pleted will have a daily capuciy of B8 brick.



Fort Collins Courier
May 5, 1887

On Friday evening last, Mr. and Mrs,
James B, Arthur gavea most enjoyable pro-
gressive cucher party at their handsome and
very hospitable home, on Peterson street, in
honor of Miss Hattie Ryan, of Loveland, who
has been their guest for a number of days.
Thirty guests were invited and all were
present except one. There were present the
Misses Carrie Armstrong, Julia Burke, Nettie
Blount, Jennie Fowler Nelia Handy, Lillie
Handy, Kate Galbraith, Letitia Eelley, EKate
Lee, Lelin Loomis, Anna Maxwell, Grace
Mandeville, Grace Patton and Hattie Ryan,
and Messrs. Fraok and Albert Abbote, G. T.
Budrow, Harry Carpenter, 8. E. Clark, W.
Driscoll, J. Hanna, W. P, Handy, E. J. Ben-
pett, C. G. Mantz, A. J. Hottel, T. H.
Robertson, F. J.Spencer, A. W, Scoot and H.
E. Wheeler.

Fort Collins Courier
June 21, 1883

Mrs, James B. Arthur arrived from Cali-
Yornis last Wednesday. Sbe will, uext fonth,
he joined hy her husbhand, who is detained on
husiness, and they will then occapy their
elegunt new residence on Mulberry street.

Fort Collins Courier
October21, 1886

Ix JaMes B. ARTHUR, who asks
the suflrages of the peopleTor theoftice
of county comsmissioner, the people
have a man whose record all through
life, public and private, will bear the
closest scrutiny. He is peculiarly fit-
ted by nature and education for this
very responsible apd highly impor-
taut position, and it is conceded by re-
publicans and demoerats that the pub-
Jie will greatly promote their inter-
ests by electing him county combis-
sioner.

Mr. James B. Arthur, of Fort Collins, an

Fort Collins Courier
February 12, 1885

old-time cowman, came up to Cheyenne
Wednesday evening,

very pleasant visit at the Journal office and

Mr. Arthur made a

related many interesting incidents in conuee-
}‘iml with the eattle business in Wyoming in
early days.”  [He is now a “retived citizen,”

but will pl‘o]l:tbl{

tew cows just (o

be obliged to purchase a
eep from growing lonesowe,

it fur uething else,—Cheycnar Lice Stock:

Juwrnal,

In 1862
of Big Thompson,
county commissioners.

8

[Territorial] Governor Jchn Evans appointed Mr. Mason, Wm.
and Jdames B. Arthur of Cache la Poudre the first board of

B. Osborn



For Aldermen, Fourth Ward.

(Vote for Two.)

JAMES I}) ARTHUR.

1ace of residence. 334 E. Malberry st.
Place of business 384 E. Malberey st.
s gy sm—p

CHARLES A. BLACK,
Place of residence, {27 Smith st.

Independent Reform,

MAR 29, 1889

THERE are five aldermen to be elect-
ed this spring and these five will con-
stitute a majority of the new board.
The hold-oyers are C. R. Welch, F. N,
B, Scott and James B. Arthur, all good
men and true. No effort should be
pared to selecl and elect five equally

good men to fill the places of the
ive retiring nldermen. The city isin
ebtand’there isurgent need of a coun-
il composed of conscientious;and well
rained business men who will man-
ge the financial affairs ot thecityin a
areful and prudent maunner.

9
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A CAREFUL readivg and thoughtful|
copsideration of the matters set forth in
he report of Messrs. James B. Arthur
and P. Anderson—pubitstiied 1 tuitn
~this issue—is seriously commended to all |
nterested in the erection of a sugar fac- |
| tory for Fort Collins. These gentlemen
~—as I8 already Koowp—were sent cast.
by the sugar factory committee, to inter- |
t capitalists and manufacturers in the
tablishment of a sugar factory here
~-and their proceedings under that cowm-
m‘:umission as well as the results of their
fforts are fully, clearly and compreheon-
gively set forth in the report, which, to-
ngther with its recommendations, has

A

‘been approved by the full committee.
§ appenrs by this report the ocly thio

our hopes touching a factory is the fear
of capitalists that ccopgress may prove
unfriendly to the beet sugar industry by
disturbing the duties pow levied on im-
_portod raw sugar. While it is not be-
ieved by the hest informed that con-

ress will take any action that will
injuriously affect the growth of so im-
portant an iodustry as that of beet sugar
making, yet, until the guestion is settled,
there 13 an clement uncertainty re-
specting it that serves to prevent present
investments aloog that line. We must,
i therefore, wait until congress determines
upon its course of action. If this action

- in the way of a cowplete realization o
E kR E

)’Hﬂéf
< |

| nothing to basten the action of congress,
1T H we are compelled to make the best of
the situation.

~— ~ is delayed too lopg, we sha | not be able
E@ to get a factory this year] As we can do




B. F. Coex, B.L., oo, Univ. of Wis.
twﬁ

' COLORADO STATE
COLLEGE

Agriculture and the
Mechanic Arts

for 1904-05

Prospectus for 1905-06

HARLES A. LORY, M. 8. (Univ. of Colorado), Profe:
Physics and Electrical Engineering.

Residence, 901 Stover

3. F. COEN, B. L. (Univ. of Wisconsin)}, Professor of l‘lnﬂl
Residence, 334 E. Mulberry

ROBERT W. GAY, C. E. (New York Univ.), Associate Pr
of Civil Engineering. |
Residence, 639 Matthews

Professor nf;

H. M. BAINER, M. 8. (Towa State College),
Mechanices. Residence, 900 Smith
LESLIE F. PAULL, A. M. (Brown), Associate Pr‘niﬁi['
Horticulture, tesidence, 704 Remington |
5 L. MACDONALD, B. S. (Ind. State Normal), Profes
Mathematics, Residence, 424 W. Olive

HARRY D. HL’\EPHRFY Capt U. 8. A.

(Ret.), Pl‘ul't':l

BETA TAU, Prov. Colorado hgn-:ultqu.]
College, ,':f._u E. Mul%xn} Street, Fort Collins,
Colo.

Wednesday evening
FRANK E. FERGUSON, Conswl

CHARLES M. ROSS, Asso. Ed.

l n.{q.w i nf E nulnl'. Cn]nr.ldo Agricultural College, 334 E. Mulberry 5: ki l ort Lulhm

Wanamaker’s
Beginning

The number of men who fall
on account of lock of courage
ls enormong  The pumber who
would refuse to let go of a dolb
lor iF they knew positively that
[t would bring back two 13 as
tonishing. Svch men merely ex-
Ist. They don't live. They never
really amount to anything

The mey who win are the men
who think out the right course
to pursue apd then boek ap their
convictions with their last penny
aund their last ounce of energy.

The first gomds John Wana-
maker ever s6ld brought him
#2 Ha dellvered his goods
in a wheelbarrow. He coel-
leeted the 85 and went 4i-
rectly 1o & newspaper offlce
and planked It down fof ad-
vertlaing apace.

fome men wonld have spent
EL.G0 for some chenp dodgers npd
“zaved” the rest. They would
beve been wheelbarrow mmer
chants today.—5hoe and Leather
Facts. .

If Wanamaker were dolng
business here, e would ad-
vertiae in this paper.

z
é
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AUG 16, 1905

A USEFUL LIFE
COMES T0 A CLOSE

Ex-Scnator James B. Arthur Suddenly
Called to the Great

Beyond

Fort Collins was inexpressibly
shocked when the announcement was
made on Friday afternoon that For-
mer State Senator James B. Arthur.
one of the foremost citizens of North-
ern Colorado was dead. It came so
suddenly and so unexpectedly that
friends were unwilling at first to cre-
dit the story, but when the truth was
at last® forced upon them a feeling
of grief and sorrow overspread their
faces, immediately supplanting the
look of incredulity. Up to the day
before his death Senator Arthur had
been about town atltending to his
usual duties, apparently in the best
of health and spirits. On Thursday
morning he complained of not feel-
ing well and kept to his room and bed
all day, the family physician being
called during the day to administer
to his ailment, which was thought to
be a temporary stomach trouble. On

12

AGEDI74 AT
Friday morning he seemed
ter and in the afternoon dressed and
came down stairs unassisted, but even
then the grim reaper was stealthily ap
proaching and had almost Jaid his
clammy hand upon the beloved friend
and citizen,

YWhile sitting in his easy chair lis-
tening to his wife as she opened and
read the day's mail his head fecll back-
ward and his breathing became ir-
regular. This attracted Mrs. Arthur's
attention and she went to his side
only to find that he was in the throes
of death. The family physician was
immediately summoned by telephone
hbut when he arrived at the house his
patient was beyond human aid, death
ensuing a few moments later from
neuralgia of the heart.

Mrs., Arthur is prostrated with grief
over the affliction that has so sud-
denly come.upon her and words of
consolation from devoted friends fall
upon unlistening cars. The entire
community is also stricken with sor-
row for the loss it has sustained in
the death of Senator Arthur, and all
hearte are filled with sympathy for
his bereaved companion.

James B. Arthur was one of the
noblest of men, a clean, honorable,
high-toned gentleman. His integrity
was unquestioned, and his word was
the equivalent of a bond. Yhat he
promised to do, that he did without
fail. In his domestic and social life
he was one of the most charming of



A USEFUL LIFE COMES TO A CLOSE

men, genial, Kind and obdliging. His
home life came as necar perfection as
it is possible for human beings to
attain. He loved his home and his
friends and was by them beloved in
refurn. As a citizen he was among
the first; loyal, public spirited and
enterprigsing, suffering no opportunity
to pass without saying or doing some-
thing 10 advance the social, moral
and material interests of his home
town, county and state, He was chari-
table to a degree and generous 1o a
fault, his purse always being open for
the relief of the suffering and distress-
ed. He was, in fact, a model hus-
bangd, friend and citizen.

James B. Arthur was born in Coun-
ty Londonderry, Ireland, in March,
1835, of Scotch lineage, his grand-
father, Arthur, having been a native
of Scotland, The father, James Ar-
thur, was born in Ireland, and was a
farmer and stock grower by occupa-
tion. He was three times married,
and by his union with Mary Booth
of Couniy Tyrone, he had five child-
ren, three of whom attained years of
maturity, namely, James B.. the sub-
ject of this sketch, John, who was
accidentally killed on April 15, 1878,
by a runaway team, and Jane, wife
of William Jessup, who died in Ho-
boken, Pensylvannia. Save two half
sisters, Rozetta, of Allegheny City,
and Grace, who is married and lives
in Pittsburg, the deceased was the
last of his father's family.

In 1849, when fourteen years of age,
Mr. Arthur started for America, and

(CONTINUED)

on arriving in this country joined his
sister in Pennsylvania, In Pitisburg
the boy found employment in @ gro-
cery store, where he remained for
eighteen months. He then secured
work as a cabin boy on an Ohio and
Missigsippi steamer, later being pro-
moted to the post of clerk. His boat
plied the waters of the rivers between
Pittsburg and New Orleans in avinters,
while the summers, were spent on
the great lakes. Quitting the lake
trade in 1858, he came west as far
as Nebraska City, joining his brother
John at that place.

When the Pike's peak excitement
broke out he determined to seek his
fortune in Colorado, and in the spring
of 1360 he came across the plains
with two yoke of oxen and a wagon.
After spending a short time in the

mining districts of Gilpin and Clear
Creek countles, he decided that the
best thing for him to do would be to
cut and make hay and haul it to
the mining camps. This he did, lo-
cating..a claim in the Cache la Pou-
dre valley about eight miles east of
this city. There were then only two
tents in the valley and about six hous-
es. The village of Laporte was as
large then as it is now, its inhabitants
being French and Indians.

The hay that he cut Mr. Arthur
hauled to Central City and Black
Hawk, ninety miles distant, using
first two yoke of oxen but later three
and four yoke and scveral wagons.

13



A USEFUL LIFE
COMES T0 A CLOSE

(CONTINUED, PG 3 OF 3)

e had none of the modern improve-
ments to assist in his work, and was
forced to cut all his hay with a2 hand
sceythe. Prices were high then and
the o ense of living was considerable.
Pacon was as high as 415 cents per
pound. In 1883 he went to Missouri
and bought a bunch of cattle, which
he drove across the plains and ¢m-
barked in the caltle business,

In 1883 Mr. Arthur closed out the
apen. range business and moved to
Fort Collins, where he built a hand-
wome home in which he had since
lived and where he died. Since then
Alr. Arthur has been identified with
several Important business enterpris-
es, all of which have proved success-
ful. In Bay Cily, Michigan, Mr. Ar-
thur married Mary Kelley, who sur-
vives him.

In 1864 Governor Evans appointed
AMr. Arthur a member of the board
of county commissioners to perfeet
the organization of Larimer county,
to which position he was chosen by
the public at the following election,
serving on the board until 1871. For
two terms he served his ward as al-
derman in the city council and was
clected mayor of the city in 1893, serv
ing one term. In the fall of 1901 Mr.
‘At\'thur was eclected state senator with

‘Weekly Courier, October 11, 1905

= P h resyli | Hext

" At the meeting of the board of di-
rectors of the Poudre Valley Gas
company, held on Wednesday even-
‘ing, Frank P. Stover was clected presi-
‘dent of the company to succeed Jas.
B. Arthur, deceased. Frank English
and B, F. Hottel were elected see-
retary and treasurer, respectively, to
succeed Frank P. Stover, resigned to
accept the presidency. The company’s
affairs are in excellent condition and
applications for gas service are being
received as fast as the company cian
make the necessary connections.

out opposition, to fill out the unexpired
term of the late Senator James C.
Evans, and represented the county in
that body in the Thirteenth general
asscmbly, with honor and distinetion.
He had been a director of and vice-
president of the Poudre Valley bank
since 1893. -

Mr, Arthur was a 32nd degrce Ma-
son, and held a membership in For{
Collins lodge No. 19, A. F. & A. M.;
Cache la Poudre Chapter No 11, Royal
Arch Masons, DeMolay Commandery
No. 13 Xnights Templar, Collins Chap-
ter No. 26 O.E.S., all of this city, and
El Jebel Temple N. M. S, of Denver. In
politics he was a democrat and in
rcligion an Episcopalian.

The date for the funeral cannot
be fixed until distant friends are heard
from, but it will not occur before
next Monday and may not until a
day or two later.

e
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Mrs.).B.Arthur, Long An
Esteemed Citizen. is Dead

Altho antieipating such a message
the many friends and acquaintances
of Mrs, James B, Arthur will regret
w2 learn that a telesram was receiv-
ed this morning by F. P. Stover an-
nounncing her deaith. She died this
morning at 4 o'clock at Esxcelsior
Springs where she was taken a short

time ago in the hope that her life;
1

conld he prolongerd.

Mrs, Arthur was one of Fert Col-
ling foremost eitizens. She occupied
a positon in the community buu Jic-
tle less prominent than that of her
distinguished husband who died in
1%05. For years cthe was axceptionnl-
ly active in social, charitable and
chureh work and owhen the aceasion
parmitted did ber part in civie work,

| She came here in 1870 as (he bride
fof AMr, Arthur, from Bay City, Mish |
where she was prominently knuwn as
Alise Mary A, Kelley.

The deceased nearing her
R4th yenr. She is survived by a gi=z-
ter mm Michigan and two nieces in
Malfornia, whoe have been notificd
of her deatl. The remains are nelns
=hipperrn to this ity and wnill be In-
terred in the family plot bezide the
nody ni Mr, Arthur,

wWas

I'riends Mre. Arthur had in larze
nurrberr. She was very artive from
the timas -he came hern az a bLride
Ste zrew with the ciiy and retain-
ed her old ume friends while mak-
ing new arguaintances. It was only
in the iazt year or two that she ro-
linquicshed har  aetlvity  in aftaire
~hich interested her. A {few monthe
az~ her heart showed signs of giving
way and it was tronlle in that orzac
thar rezabed in her demise,

There are many here to mourn her
demiise and a hoer of friend: o1l pav
iheir respents to all that is mortal
=hen the ramains are consivned tn
ite Final restinz place 2 Crandview

Publication: Fort Collins Courier
(Fort Collins, Larimer County);
Date: Mar 14, 1919;
Section: Front page; Page: 1
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H,Calhmpmnlemmewt-
! sonal Delongings and furpiture of the
;htem_-aJamesB_mmui- not for
thﬂrinirinsiciﬂnebutmtherasme-
modﬂs-o’!thﬂrfomm This
imsﬂhﬂwnhythﬁwmﬂmm‘the
'hunﬁehnldmmirmandﬁmIrEWem
sald at” p‘u]:rlic nu-eﬂm ﬂﬂs !.ﬁcrnmn
atthedﬁ_’-:ttkurhume.

A very mcrmf&waslnanend-
,ance long before 1he sale Started and
biddmgtookonrenlnhtmm the very
,surt. Nearly evers plece of farniture
‘whieh Mrs. Arthar had in “her bome
‘wwagr of the old style, . richly polished
black walnut or the best of birdsere
maple. Altho it is not the type soid
in the furniture stores of today, many
copsider it far more attractive than
the modern styles. The ancﬁoneerb had
little dlmcultv in getting the hichest,
price for most of the pieces and evenl
the kitchen supplies hrot far better
than second-hand prices. '
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This article originally

N James B. Arthur =
—— appeared in the Fort
- Collins Coloradoan on
December 2, 1963 as
art of the Pic
PIONEER ALBUM: Z/b”me/tmeer
JAMES B. ARTHUR
“Gold is' where you find it,”| to be, ~But it meant money.
said the early Colorado prospec- Thepé was no mowing machines
re) hay balers in Colorado in Mary Arthur

tors. Similarly, opportunity wasy
wherever it might be found —|
and more, wherever it might be
recognized. The ability to recog-|
nize opportunity, or the failure|
to recogpize it, made the differ-!
ence between success and fail-|
ure. . i

James B. Arthur, 25, was
quickly disillusioned by his fail-
ure to find riches in the Greg-
ory's Gulch area of Colorado, in|
1859, He turned to that part of|
Nebraska Territory which now
is Larimer county, in search of
opportunity.

In the mining districts. west of]
Denver, the young Irishman had|
noted that hay for horses and
mules cost from $75 to $100- a
ton. Here, on the plains to the
east of the Cache la Poudre riv-
er, he found a heavy growth of
rich buffalo and gramma grass.
He filed on a claim along the

iver, geveral miles below the
later site of Folrt Collins. and
/went into the hay business. Jim
|Arthur had met and recognized
'opportunity. '
'Vas Hard Work :

Ansle Watrous, in his “History
of Larimer County,” published a
half-century later, told the story|
of the young settler’s success in
Ithese words: T
| “Having teams and wagons,
|be saw a better chance to make
imoney in hay than at placer
'mining, and he went on to the
|prairie, put up his tent; and with
|assistance the grass was cut
{and when, dried, was baled.
iScythes and hand rakes were
Ilused. and hard work it proved

ose days, and everything was
done on the primitive order.

“A box was used as a baler.
This was about 3 by 6 feet and
from 4 to 5 feet high. Ropes
were placed at end and sides;
hay was pitched in, and a man
tramped it down till the box was

filled, then the ropes were haul-
ed taut and tied. This plan kept|
the hay in place and for hauling
to point of destination was far|
superior to Ioose hay on a rack.|
Later Used Coiton Press

“But the loads were too bulky
for their weight, and Mr. Arthur
put in practice a method he had
seen hundreds of times on the
Mississippi river at. New Or-
leans. He obtained an old cof-
ton press and put it to use. He
and John Hahn, now of Love-
land, were the first men-to use
this machine in Colorado, and it
paid them, for they put as much
hay in half the space as by the
box method, consequently they
could haul more and in better
shape." .

County Londoaderry, Ireland, in
1835. At the age of 14 he came
to America and worked briefly

on the Mississippi river and on
the Great Lakes. When the great
financial panic of 1857 threw him
out of work, he was attracted to
Colorado by reports of rich finds
of gold. . )
From the marketing of hay,
Mr. Arthur turned to livestock
production. He bought his first

cattle in Missouri -and drove

James B. Arthur was born. injf

as a store clerk in Pittsburgh,j
Pa. Next he worked> on boatsg

them across the plains to his
farm. He prospered and at
times owned as many as 5,000
head of cattle. As the plains
were taken up by settlers, he
foresaw the time when theére
would be no .open range, and in
the early 1880s he quit the live-
stock business and turned to oth
er pursuits. :
Bank Director |
He invested in irrigation com-|
panies and in several other bus-|
inesses. Finally, he became a
director of the Poudre Valley
Bank and served as its vice
president. He served as a coun-
ty commissioner, a member of
the Fort Collins City Council,
mayor of the city and state sen-
ator to fill a vacancy. He wa$ a
member of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church and of all the Masosic

" “Watrous tells of The:ogu;elé

of the Arthurs: 1
“James B. Arthur was mar-j
ried to Mary A. Kelley in Bay
iCity, Mich., in the early spring
of 1870, and there is a thread ofj:
romance to this tale of true
{love. The couple knew each oth-
ler in 1855, and in time there
'graw an attachment. When he
determined to go west and seek
his fortune,-they plighted their
troth, but it was nearly 12 years
|before they met again, though a
'correspondence was kept up be-
tween them, and when“he mar-|
riage tie made them one-they
were as one—till death called
him hinee, Aug. 11, 1905."
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7. The Arthur House, 334 East.Mulberry, is a single, detached
dwelling that was constructed in 1882 for Mr. Arthur by
Richard Burke. The two and a half story, irregularly
shaped house has three bays across the main facade. The
bascment is partially below the grade.

The coursed, rough cut sandstone foundation supports an
interior balloon frame and exterior brick walls, laid

in stretcher bond. The roof construction is irregular.
The main element is a high hipped section and off this is
a projecting gable in the rear. The eaves have a sloping -
soffit with brackets. The raking trim is plain and

boxed. There are three single stack chimneys present.

One is centrally located and straddles the ridge with
another offset right on a side slope. The final chimuey
is offset left and on the rear slope of the hipped sec-ion
of the roof.

The windows are in a flat opening and have a tooled, st :.ne
label and lugsill. The side surrounds are plain. The
windows have two sashes and are double hung.

The offset left main door is in a flat opeing and has a
plain head, side surrounds, and architrave. 'The single
leaf door has one panel that is bevelled and recessed.’
Surrounding the door are flush, light side panels and a
transom.

. Excerpts from
Straight, ground level stairs ascend to an open one story Ted Gatteau’s documentation of
porch that is supported by columns. the Arthur House for the
Midtown Historic District
8. The Arthur House, built in 1882, is historically signifi-
cent for the long residency of James B. Arthur (1882-190S5).
His widow continued to occupy the structure until around
the early 1920's. Sigma Chi fraternity occupied the house
during the remainder of the 1920's.

In the early 1860's, Arthur filed a land'claim near the
Poudre River a few miles below Fort Collins and settled
down to cattle ranching. This activity prospered to
the extent that he eventually owned over 5900 head of
cattle. 1In 1883, Arthur sold out all of his cattle
interests because he sened that the days of the open
range were over.

Arthur then pursued activities in irrigation (including
the Arthur ditch through the Colorado State University
Campus), real estate and land, and a packing comp;ny.

He was also a director of the Poudre Valley Bank for many
years. All these activities met with his success.

James B. Arthur was another who met the call of publi~
service. He served terms as city councilman anj as
a county commissioner and was elected mayor of Fort
Collins from 1893 - 4. His influence had a measurable
effect on the early growth of Fort Collins. Arthur

died in 1905.
18



Sigma Chi

Fratres in Co”t’yiﬂ

Seninrs Saplhamores
Horace H. JURGENS AvLMER L. MoNTGOMERY
Wirniam T. KENNEDY Lawrence W. Swansow
OrriN T. PIERSON WaLter S, Batr
Riciarn L, BARTON Rongrr C. Apams, Jr.
Fren A, TSCHIFFELY Roy V. Warn
Josren S, 1TarTMAN Vernon Co LeCrere
Erwin L. LeCLERG Freshmen
Jrsse A, DEFRANCE Crarence H. Jonsson
Paun L. Lonwick Winriam E. ALLes
CHarrLes M. Ross Marion H. WEAVER
L Arnern K. BEATTIE
Juniors Eari H. AsHEr
. Ricuarn A, Harris Fratres in Facultate
. Lawrence F. Krown Oriver P. PExsock
j Fren J. TREFFEISEN Janes DL MarsHALL
Gerorce Lo JAMES BreTHIER W. FAIRBANKS
Earr. B, McCarr WarTer R. FREEMAN
Horace G WoopHAMS WarLno Kipner
Wen W. BALLINGER Daxarp L. JoNes
ERNEST LUNGREN

A Listing of the
Sigma Chi Fraternity,
Silver Spruce
Magazine, 1925
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BETA TAU, Frov. Agricuitural
College, 334 E. uuz’beny Street, Fort Collins,

Colo.

Wednesday evening

FRANK E. FERGUSON, Comsul

_ CHARLES M ROSS, Asse. Ed.

National Sigma Chi
Yearbook Catalog
1922

BETA TAU HOUSE—COLORADO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
Fort Colling, Colo,

EMBERS 103

COLORADO—Conlinned

= National Education Association

1908 Roszrr J. WeLts, A.B., "3, A.M., "o, Univ. of Colo.
tendent of Yearbook

1904, Superin Puialksdnoh sul.houh&n..m“

1000 Jaues H. Anm
Superintendent of City Schools, Aspen.
Luwu B:u. Ba.l.m
Primary Teacher, Lincola School; res., 1904 Logan St., Denver.
Mgrs, GerrrUDE S, Brit, Grad. Ind, State Nor.
1910, Lecturer in Montana Institutes, 1167 Downing St., Deaver.
jnnhmhﬁl’dn Colo. St. Nor.: Ph.B., ol.AM 'o:.l.nlrnlCnh.
1003, School. 3017 Osceols St.. Den
Cuarres Wesrey Bicerow, B.L., ogc Univ. of Nebr.; Ph.D.. 'ot, Univ. of Denver.
1907, Principal of West l'lldl hool, 9 Peard St., Deaver,
Ioa Brure Brooxs.
1908, Teacher of First Primary, Columbine School, 721 Main St., Longmont. .
Eowarp Lrroy Browwn, A M., 'go, Cornell Univ.
1900, Principal of North Side High Schoal, 3435 Alcott St., Denver.
F. A. Burkeer.
With Ginn & Co., Bax 8go, Denver.
Mirrox Crarses, M.E., '88, B.E.. Keystone State Nar.: A.B., "06. Haverford Coll.
1897, Supervisor of Traiaing, Public Schools; Evans School, Deaver.
B.F. Cozn, B.L., Univ. of Wis.

. ol ish, and ) Head of t of
1006 nz“ En:lu (3.9345.“ Depuunn &wmumm

C.I.Cm.l.m.l’h.b( Hillsdale Coll.: Pd.B.
puhund:m SMHoIIr
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Historical corner

Arthur knew

top investment|

By ROSEMARY CASHMAN
Of the Coloradoan

A shrewd businessman, Fort Collins pioneer James

B. Arthur knew a good investment when he saw
. one.

He was born in Ireland in 1835, a descendant of
Scotch Highlanders who had been forced to leave
“Auld Scotia' because of civil and religious wars.
Arthur's ancestors were among the early Americans
who fought for this country’s independence. *

Arthur was a lad of 14 when he began his life's
adventures, crossing the Pacific Ocean in much the
same manner his forefathers had when they first
came to America’'s eastern shore.

Leaving home and native country at so young an age
made a young man of the daring Arthur. He managed
the long trip by himself and traveled to Pittsburg, Pa.,.
to live with a sister. For a few months, he lived in

,what was even then an industrial city of black

smoke.

The country’s rivers attracted the boy and he soon

began ‘‘steamboating,” working hard to earn higher
salaries. With his business acumén developing al-
ready, Arthur realized there was better work on the
Great Lakes than on the Missouri River, which kept
steamers tied to their piers four or five months each
year because of low water.

His work on the Great Lakes brought him to Buffalo,
Cleveland, Toledo and Detroit. At 22, Arthur's life
changed direction as the result of the panic of 1857

" when financial disaster paralyzed industry, silencing
the factories and docking the river boats. .

Business activity east of the Missouri stalled an
Arthur packed his bags for a move to his brother's
place in Kansas, arriving in 1858.

When gold was discovered in Colorado a short time
later, Arthur joined the fortune seekers, crossing the
Plains in ox wagons. Placer mining was hard work, he
learned, but the work didn't discourage him. Yet Arth-
ur'wasn't of a mind to waste his labors if a better profit
could be made elsewhere.

“James B. Arthur was a money maker. He was
shrewd, far-seeing and bold in undertaking,” wrote
historian Ansel Watrous. And his sharp business sense
told him there was more profit in harvesting the

The Arihor House , F34¢ LFF)

This article
originally ap-
peared in
he
Colora-
doan,
December
16,1978

bountiful grass of the plains, an open lana of public
domain. Hay in the mining camps was worth $75 to
$150 a ton.

.Equipped with some teams and wagons, Arthur and
his hired help camped on the plains and cut the grass
with scythes and hand rakes. In order to bale and
‘transport more hay, Arthur devised amethod similar
to the way cotton was baled in the South, a process he
‘had seen. He purchased a cotton press and was the
first man in Colorado, along with a Loveland resident,
to use the method. .

Arthur began to settle down when he filed a land
claim on a site near the Poudre River just a few
miles below what is now Fort Collins, After his hay
venture, he bought some cattle and began ranching.
At one time he owned 5,000 head, according to Wa
trous. {
- “But in the early 1800s, he realized the open range
was doomed and he sold every hoof in 1883, then
devoted his time and money to other pursuits,’’ wrote

Watrous, The pursuits were many: irrigation ditches,

land, packing company business and more. He was
.one of the owners of Arthur Ditch that runs through
the Colorado State University campus in 1887. Arthur
Drive, which connects Spring Court with College Ave-
nue, is near the ditch and was so named after the

Business affairs were not his only concerns. Arthur

.| was_mayor of Fort Collins in 1863 to 1894, served
‘as a county commissioner and city councilman,and

was director of the Poudre Valley Bank for years. He
was an active Mason and dedicated Episcopalian.

Residents of the community respected Arthur. "*And
those days when he was constantly on the move, he
was welcome to all camp fires and his word was as
good as negotiable paper from Oregon to the Missouri,
from Mexico to the Canadian line,” wrote Watrous.
After 70 years of full, active living, Arthur died in
1005. g
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A RTHUR

H ousE

by Wayne Sundberg for The Review, December 16, 1981

In the 300 block of East Mul-
berry Street stands a stately,
old three-story red brick
home. Built in 1882 as a resi-
dence for James and Mary
Arthur, the structure is being
given a new role in its varied
history.

Its doors will open to the pub-
lic this week as “L’Alouette,” a
French café specializing in
home-made breakfasts and
lunches. It seems fitting that
this new life should begin only
a couple of weeks before the
house itself moves into its
100t year.

James B. Arthur and his wife,
Mary, contracted to have the
home built at 334 E. Mulberry
St. for them in January 1882.
Arthur homesteaded near
Timnath 22 years earlier and
had wed Mary A. Kelly in Bay
City, Mich., in the spring of
1870. Richard Burke de-
signed and built their spa-
cious new home for $7,000.

It stood virtually alone , as the
Fort Collins Courier for March
1, 1883, put it “... on a slight
prominence, granting a fine
sight of the mountain range
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and Long’s Peak on one hand,
and a comprehensive view of
the Poudre and its verdant
fields on the other.” It is often
difficult for the present vision
of so many houses and trees
to be erased to give us a view
of that early, sparsely settled
community with its seemingly
endless views in all directions.
“Desolate views,” some East-
erners may have said!

The editor of the Courier, Ansel
Watrous, toured the home
before writing the March 1
story. Arthur and Henry Meyer,
“a Denver frescoist, who did
the interior finishing,” conduct-
ed the tour. Watrous noted
that the beautiful “Queen
Anne” style of “architectural
art” presented many outstand-
ing features.

He wrote, “The hall windows
are frosted glass, embellished
with a smooth, sunken flower
design; ...a tier of three win-
dows, the upper half of each
being of variegated stained
glass” lighted the stairway to
the second floor, and there
were several other unique fea-
tures.

GETTING

This article originally appeared in the Fort Collins Review on December 16, 1981

NEW ROLE

The craft work throughout the house is
obvious even today, though some fea-
tures like the two fireplaces, which
each had “a magnificent mantel of
Tennessee marble, faced with tile,” are
gone.

The large house served Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur, who had no children, as the
focal point of their rich social life. Both
were active in the St. Luke’s Episcopal
congregation, and he served as mayor
of Fort Collins in the 1890s. The interi-
or design of the home fit their needs
very well. Many church activities were
held at the Arthur’'s home.

As one entered the home, he was
struck by the beautiful, well-lighted



ARTHUR

entryway with its balustered, black walnut stair-
way leading to the upstairs. To the right, through
double sliding doors, sat the formal parlor. Be-
hind it was the dining room. The lower floor also
had one “commodious bedroom, from which
opens a bath room.”

How did this family become one of the most prom-
inent in Fort Collins? By hard work and wise in-
vestments! James B. Arthur was born in County
Londonderry, Ireland in 1835. When he was 14,
his family immigrated to America, settling in Pitts-
burgh. Arthur worked on steamboats of the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers until he moved to Kansas
City to live with his brother, John, in 1858.

News of the gold strikes in the “Pikes Peak Coun-
try” drew the brothers west the next year. They
prospected, along with hundreds of others, in the
Gregory Gulch area. According to his biographical
sketch, published in Watrous’ History of Larimer
County, Arthur soon saw that, “washing or mining
for gold was speculation and that there were
more blanks than prizes in the drawing.” He
moved to the plains, set up a temporary home,
and began “mining” the native hay.

At that time hay sold for $75 to $150 a ton in the
mining camps. He was one of the first to use an
old cotton press to pack the hay into tight bales
for easier hauling.

In 1860, he moved to the Cache la Poudre and
set up a cattle ranch. At one time his herd was
said to be 5,000 head. He saw the end of the
open-range coming in the very early 1880s and
sold out. Moving to town, he engaged in real
estate investing and in the important task of
building irrigation ditches. One of these is the
Arthur Ditch, which cuts though the west side of
town and across the campus.

HOUSE GETTING NEW ROLE
(CONTINUED)

Water to irrigate his lawn and others was
drawn from it by a 3 inch pipe near the
corner of Canyon and Mulberry Streets.
The ditch now is covered as it meanders
through the city.

Arthur was a member of the board of
directors of the Poudre Valley Nation
Bank for many years, and at the time of
his death on Aug. 11, 1905, he was vice
president of the firm.

Gatteau has leased the ground floor to
Sam and Josette Smyrl for “L’Alouette.”
That name is the theme of the French

folk song, “Alouette, Gentille Alouette.”

As Josette Smyrl said of the restaurant’s
name, “The problem was to find a new
name for it; one that would be French, of
course, but preferably not too hard to
pronounce and, possibly, already familiar
to area residents. It was not an easy
task, and | was almost ready to give up
when, one morning, | heard the meadow-
lark sing...and my troubles were over.
The meadow lark, I'alouette! | thought it
would be a fitting symbol and a belated
homage to the French-Canadian trappers
who were the first white men to explore -
and name—Cache la Poudre.” James
and Mary Arthur would undoubtedly ap-
prove, t00.[]
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GALETTE DES ROIS

By Josette Smyrl, L’Alouette Proprietor
Traditionally the French celebrate La Féte des Rois (Festival of the Kings, or Epiphany) by eating a
special dessert. Epiphany is often the pretext for a gathering of friends — or several gatherings,
since guests return the invitation. Sometimes these get-togethers can take place through all of

January!

A r—

There are two main cakes prepared for this occasion: a brioche type stuffed and decorated with Janet Smyr's Galette Des Rois

gorgeous candied fruits, and a puff pastry with almond filling. This recipe is for the northern-style
pastry and almond cake. One tradition that comes with it must always be respected: a féeve — origi-
nally a real fava bean — is dropped inside the cake before baking and whoever finds it is crowned
king of the party and must buy the next cake!

“In historic Arthur House™ .
The recipe:

made with pie crust.)

5 oz. ground blanched almonds

5 oz. (about 1 cup) powdered sugar

5 oz. softened butter

2 whole eggs + 1 yolk

1 tablespoon dark rum (optional)

L'ALOUETTE

French Cafe and Restaurant | 1 fava bean (optional)

A different kind of place... | Cream filling: mix together almonds and

sugar. Add creamed butter, two eggs
and rum; mix well together.

Divide the puff pastry dough in half: roll out each half into a 12-
inch (about) circle. Lay one pastry round sheet on a (very slightly
greased) baking pan. Pour the filling in the middle and spread
without reaching the edge. Drop your "féve" in the filling, if you
wish.

Top carefully with the second circle of dough. Press firmly all
around (with moist fingers) to seal the "cake." Glaze the surface
with the remaining beaten egg yolk. (For a little more control over
the color, brush the yolk on roughly halfway through the baking -
the glaze on our test cake was a little dark.)

With a knife or a fork draw some light curved lines for decoration.
Make a few tiny cuts on the top (to let out steam during cooking).

Cook for about 35 to 40 minutes in preheated 400-degree oven.
Oven temperatures can vary; keep an eye on the cake!

Remove when golden. Cool and serve while still warm if possible.[]
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1 pound puff pastry dough (If you can't find or make puff pastry dough, it still tastes great when

ABOUT THE "ARTHUR HOUSE AND L'ALOUETTE..."

When James B. Arthur built his house in 1882, it was one of the
most elepant in Fort Collins, It marked, in a way, the coming, of
ape and the success not just of a man, but of the town itself. So few
years after its foundation, the city was tryinp, its best to look

phisticated in its arcl ure and its social life. The residents
were a colorful mixture of old and new, rouph and refined. Former
mountainmen and new immigrants cohabited happily. Several
were of French ancestry. We owe to one of them, Pierre Dastarac,
the first map of the city and a beautiful sketch of the Arthur House
as it stood in 1884 and still stands today.

So the choice of this Victorian mansion for a French Restaurant is
not so odd after all! The only problem was to find a new name for
it: one that would be French of course but preferably not too hard
to pronounce and, possibly, already familiar to area residents. It
was not an easy task and I was almost ready to pive up when, one
morning, | heard the meadowlark sing,..and my troubles were
over. The meadowlark, I'alouette! (at last, now you know what it
means!) A bird so familiar to our Western fields and the theme of
the French folk song, best known to Americans: "Alouette gentille
Alouette”.. Meadowlark pretty Meadowlark.. Actually the son, is
a French Canadian tune, but I thought it would be a fitting, symbol
and a belated homape to the French Canadian trappers who were
the first white men to explore — and name — the Cache la Poudre
and settle on its banks,

So here is to Antoine Janis, Philippe Lariviere, Desjardins and
their friends...

WELCOME TO THE ARTHUR HOUSE
BIENVENUE A L'ALOUETTE




A neighbor recalls...

James B. and wife
Mary lived there until James

passed away in August of 1905 t#

(August 11, 1905). Mrs. Arthur
continued to live in the house
through the 1919 directory.

By 1922 the home
was being used by a fraternity,
the Sigma Chi, until 1930. It
then stood vacant until pur-
chased by the Minter family in
1934. Roy Minter, his wife
Lydia, and two children, Carol
and Roy Jr. lived in the house
until the mid or late 1940s.
Roy Sr. was a laborer at the
Cement Plant, and Roy Jr.
worked as a district manager
for the Denver Post and after
as an auto parts salesman for
the Ghent Motor Company.

By 1948, Curtis C. and
Doug W. Hicks owned the
place, which they kept until
1951. Curtis was manager of
the Larimer County Farm Bu-

ARTHUR

teau by neighbor, Colonel
[ Beach, 1986

reau, and director of the organi-
zation. After the Hicks, the
house again stood empty until
purchased by the
Donegans around 1955.
George W. Donegan operated a
trucking business, and his wife
Bernice was a practical nurse.
By 1957, George and Bernice
had turned the house into the
Donegan Rest Home, which it
continued as until the late
1970s.

In 1979, the home had
been converted to
offices, and was occupied by a
realtor company, an insurance
company, and the Stewart title
Company. By 1981, a doctor’s
office, a realty company, and a
family life center had offices in

HousE

TIMELINE

the building.

In 1983, the
building was converted
into a French restau-
rant. Sam and Josette
Smyrl operated their
Aloutte French Café in
the home for 2 years,
then in 1985 the prop-
erty had once again
been remodeled into
offices. The most re-
cent city directory, for
1986, shows the prop-
erty at 334 East Mul-
berry to be occupied by
a beauty salon and a
custom sewing and
alteration business.



~— The Denver Public Library http://www.memoriallibrary.com/C0/1898DenverPB/pages/pbrd027
Mardos Collection 4.htm

HON. JAMES B. ARTHUR.

HON. JAMES B. ARTHUR, a pioneer of '60 in Colorado and now the sec-
retary and treasurer of the Consolidated Plaster Company of Denver, is one
of the most prominent and successful citizens of Fort Collins, of which city
he has served as mayor and in other public positions of trust. He was born
in County Londonderry, Ireland, in March, 1835, of Scotch lineage, his
grandfather, Arthur, having been a native of Scotland and an active mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church in that country. The father, James Arthur,
was born in Ireland, where he engaged in farming and stock-raising until
his death, when past fifty years of age. He was three times married, and by
his union with Mary Booth, a native of County Tyrone, and whose family
were, like his own, freeholders, he had five children, three of whom at-
tained years of maturity, namely: James B., of this sketch; John, who joined our subject in Colorado
and was accidentally killed on the Cache la Poudre April 15, 1878, by a runaway team; and Jane, wife
of William Jessup who died in what is now Hoboken, Pa. There are two daughters living of another
marriage, Rozetta, of Allegheny City, Pa., and Grace, who is married and lives in Pittsburg.

In 1849, when fourteen years of age, Mr. Arthur started for America, and, crossing the ocean, joined

his sister in Pennsylvania. His voyage on the sailer "Cathnes-shire," from Belfast to New York City,

was an eventful one, not only because it was his first glimpse of the world outside of his own parish

home, but more especially on account of shipwreck. The vessel was wrecked on Barren Island, thirty
miles from New York, and remained stranded on a sand-bar until the tide went down. The pas-
sengers were rescued by a tugboat from New York.

In Pittsburg the boy found employment in the grocery of Matthews & Bros., where he re-
mained for eighteen months. He then secured work as cabin boy on a steamer on the Ohio and Mis-
sissippi Rivers, and later was promoted to be a clerk. His boat plied the waters of the rivers between
Pittsburg and New Orleans in winters, while the summers were spent on the great lakes. He was final-
ly made baggage master and placed in charge also of express packages on the boats that were run in
connection with railroads, on the Sandusky, Toledo, Buffalo and Detroit lines. Quitting the lake trade
in 1858, he came west as far as Nebraska City, making the journey via the steamer "Morning Star"
from St. Louis to St. Joe, Mo., and on the steamer "Florence" from St. Joe to Nebraska City. He
joined his brother John in that place and remained there until the Pike's Peak excitement drew so
many to the mountains of the west. Determining to seek his fortune in Colorado, in the spring of 1860
he came across the plains with two yoke of oxen and a wagon, on the south side of the Platte, to near
Fort Kearney, then going on to Denver. He met friends, discouraged and returning east, but he re-
fused to act on their advice and turn back. He had an abundance of provisions for a year and was de-
termined to see the country for himself.

Landing in Denver June 10, he proceeded from there into the Gilpin and Clear Creek districts, and
from there went via Bear Canon to Boulder. While in the mining region, observation taught him that
mining was not always a success. He decided the best thing for him to do would be to cut and make
hay and haul to the mountains. This he did, locating his claim on the Cache la Poudre, where the land
was well adapted for his purpose. There were then only two tents in the valley and about six houses.
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The neighboring village of LaPorte was as large as now, but its inhabitants were French and Indi-
ans. The valleys of the Cache la Poudre and Big Thompson were ruled by the Claim Club prior to
the formation of the regular government. This unique organization had a president, vice-president,
secretary and justice of the peace, and all matters of controversy were first submitted to the justice
and from him taken to the president, whose decision was final.

Below we give a copy of the patent for his land which Mr. Arthur still has in his possession. On the
back is the following endorsement:

The hay that he cut Mr. Arthur hauled to Central City and Blackhawk, ninety miles distant, using
at first two yoke of oxen, but later three and four yoke and several wagons. He had none of the
modern improvements to assist in his work, and was forced to cut all of his hay with a hand scythe.
Prices were high, and the expense of living was considerable. Bacon was as high as forty-five cents
per pound, and other things in proportion. In 1862 and 1863 he made a private ditch from the
Cache la Poudre and later enlarged the ditch. He also introduced other improvements, thus increas-
ing the value of the farm, which in 1880 he sold. In 1863 he went to Missouri and bought a bunch
of cattle, which he drove across the plains and embarked in the stock business. Later he drove from
Oregon and Idaho to Wyoming, where the cattle lived on the range. In 1883 he closed out the open
range business and settled in Fort Collins, where he had built a residence the previous year and
planted trees on the place. He still owns large tracts of land, having one ranch three miles east, and
another eight miles southeast of Fort Collins; one at Arthur's Bridge on the Cache la Poudre,
twelve miles east of Fort Collins, and a large stock ranch on the Larimer River bottom in Larimer
County.

Aside from his stock and farm interests, Mr. Arthur has been identified with many important
business enterprises. he is a director in the Poudre Valley Bank, which was changed from a private
to a state bank; also a director in the Empson Packing Company at Longmont. He bought and
opened the gypsum quarries and beds at Red Buttes, Wyo., also the plaster beds in that place.
About 1890 the company had mills erected, where they manufactured under the name of the Rocky
Mountain Plaster, Stucco and Manufacturing Company. In 1893, at the World's Fair in Chicago,
they had an exhibit of the products of the quarries in the manufacturers' building, Wyoming exhib-
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it, and received the highest award for the same, also a diploma and medal for other exhibits. In
1896 they added machinery, and then began the manufacture of the best grade of cement plaster in
the world. The capacity of the mills is eighty thousand pounds a day.

October 11, 1892, the Buckhorn Plaster Company at Loveland, Denver Gypsum Company and
Colorado Springs Plaster and Cement Company were incorporated under the name of the Consoli-
dated Plaster Company, with Mr. Arthur as vice-president. Later the number of mills was reduced
by moving the Denver Gypsum Company's mills to the Buckhorn quarries in Larimer County. The
Colorado Springs business was destroyed by fire, and its interest was purchased by Mr. Arthur. On
the death of the first president, J. C. Helm succeeded to the office, Mr. Arthur became secretary
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and treasurer, and A. Wild was made vice-president and manager. The capacity of the two
Buckhorn mills is now one hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds per day and a fine quali-
ty of hard rock cement is the product. Shipments are made to California, Oregon, Idaho, Mon-
tana and Washington. At Red Buttes the company owns two hundred and sixty-six acres on
section 21, south of the Union Pacific Railroad, and furnishing an inexhaustible supply of gyp-
sum.

In Bay City, Mich., Mr. Arthur married Miss Mary Kelley, a native of Ireland, whose par-
ents were settlers in Buffalo, N. Y., while her brother was captain on the lakes for many years
and was a resident of Bay City. For about six years Mr. Arthur resided in Greeley, where his
wife had a sister living. There he contracted heavily in stock, at times having as many as four
thousand head on hand. He was appointed by Governor Evans a member of the board of com-
missioners to perfect the organization of Larimer County, establishing voting precincts and
serving until after the first election. The county was divided into three commissioners' districts,
one of which elected a commissioner for one year, another for two years and the third for three
years, so that an entire change would not be necessary at one time. At that time was established
the precedent, which still holds, that the oldest commissioner, in point of service, shall be
chairman of the board the last year of his term. After one year he was elected to succeed the
one-year man, and three years later was re-elected, being the nominee of his party, the Demo-
cratic, endorsed by the Republicans, and elected without a dissenting vote. About the time his
second term ended, he removed to Weld County. For two terms he was a member of the town
council, and from 1893 to 1895 served as mayor of Fort Collins. Fraternally he was made a
Mason in Fort Collins and served as past master of Lodge No. 19, A. F. & A. M., is also identi-
fied with Cache la Poudre Chapter No. 11, R. A. M.; DeMolay Commandery No. 13, K. T.,
which he joined at Greeley, but is now a member in Fort Collins and past eminent commander
of the commandery; and El Jebel Temple, N. M. S. He is identified with the Episcopal Church,
in which he holds the office of vestryman.
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